






October 15, 2009

Dear Alumni, Parents and Friends of Regis,

For 96 years an incredible opportunity has existed for bright Catholic boys to experience a first class, all scholarship education in the cultural heart of New York City. After four years at Regis, the boys leave us as young men committed to service and ready for leadership. This is a gift Regis gives them, and a gift that we together give our larger society. As wonderful as that history is, even more extraordinary is the way this all scholarship education is funded. The charity of a single family for its first 50 years, Regis has continued only because its alumni, alumni parents, parents, and friends make sacrifices every year. The fact that we must raise over $5 million annually is daunting in the best of times. How grateful I am for your tremendous loyalty and the support you provide to keep the Regis mission as vibrant this year as in past years!
Although there are glimmers of light emerging from the dark edges of the recession we have so painfully experienced, the recovery will be long and slow. Our additional challenge this year is to make ends meet with an endowment valued at $20 million less than before the recession. That means making up a loss of income of about $1 million. We have taken a number of steps to reduce spending at the school and to locate additional sources of income. Our commitment to our students at Regis and in the REACH program remains unchanged: we will provide them with the best education and formation possible. It is no exaggeration to say that we need every gift possible, and that increasing the amount of annual gifts will be the primary way we bridge the loss of income from our endowment. The Regis family has always responded generously to this annual request for help. The recession adds a note of urgency to our appeal.
Our Valedictorian last June, Christian Monsalve ’08, ended his talk with a challenge to his classmates:

What I am asking you to do is to never forget where each one of you came from.  Never forget that there are people less fortunate than us in the world.  Never forget to treat these people equally.  Never think they are any less than us simply because they enjoy fewer privileges than we do.  Understand that we have the potential and ability to help these people.  With the intellect God has given us combined with the moral formation given to us by our families and Regis, we have the power to do any good deed we want to see done in this world.
Regis graduates young men who are not children of privilege, but children of generosity. Given so much, they know and heed the call to give in return. Please help us continue this mission of education and formation. You are very much in our grateful prayers.








Sincerely,







(Rev.)
Philip G. Judge, S.J. ‘80







President

